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• Utilising city’s resources (infra, buildings,
street environment, …), procurements,
investments and service units as a testbed
for developing new innovations, see
testbed.hel.fi

• The objective from economic development
point of view:
• Supporting companies’ research, development

and innovation (RDI) activity and growth
• Supporting creation of new business, and
• Producing better services for the city and

citizens

Testbed Helsinki



• Finding suitable places for ideas
• Complementary data
• Installation possibilities

• e.g. power, permits
• Traffic arrangements

Locations and implementations
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Population
ca. 10 000 (2020) >
18 000 (2025)

Harbour
Regular connections to
Tallinn
8M passengers / year

Building rate (2019)
1300 apartments ready
600 building permit
granted

Länsiväylä

West Harbour

Central railway station Jätkäsaari

116ha/1,16km2



• Agile pilots, innovation challenges
• Usually based on city’s needs
• Small pilot of a novel solution procured from a

company
• Company-led pilots

• Initiative from a company
• The city evaluates feasibility and opportunities
• The city usually does not fund the pilot

• Innovative procurements
• Utilizing innovative procurements
• Promoting the development of a market favourable

for innovations
• RDI projects (utilizing different funding sources)

• E.g. EU projects
• Collaboration with city’s divisions, private sector and

RDI actors’ platforms

Tools in the city’s testbed and
innovation activities

• Open calls for city’s challenges

• Companies’ ideas and proposals

• Joint project planning
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Smart Junction + project synergies

Smart Junction: https://www.aalto.fi/fi/rakennetun-ympariston-laitos/smart-junction
SMARTEDGE: https://www.smart-edge.eu/2023/07/25/use-case-preventing-rear-end-collisions-by-enhancing-road-intersection-safety/

https://www.aalto.fi/fi/rakennetun-ympariston-laitos/smart-junction
https://www.smart-edge.eu/2023/07/25/use-case-preventing-rear-end-collisions-by-enhancing-road-intersection-safety/

















